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Reception in the East Concourse



History of Dulch-American Heritage Day

Benjamin Franklin once wrote: "In love of liberty and in the defense
of it, Holland has been our example."

On November 16, Dutch-American Heritage Day. 8 million
Americans of Dutch descent celebrate Ltheir heritage and the contri-
butions they and their ancestors have made to the economic, social,
political, and cultural life of the United States.

In November 1991, the U.35. Congress and Fresident Bush pro-
claimed November 16 as Dutch-American Heritage Day.
November 16 was selected because, on that day in 1776,

Dutch forces on the Caribbean island of St. Eustatius

returned the salute of the American brig-of-war U.5.5.

Andrew Doria, thereby making the
Netherlands the first country to officially
Jfr}‘ salute the flag of the newly independent

>0 —# United States.

— From the "first salute" in 1776 to the par-
ticipation of the Netherlands alongside the
U.5. in the recent Gulf War, the United States and the
Metherlands have worked together for peace, freedom, and com-
merce. The Netherlands-American partnership endures because of
the close and natural ties between these two nations and these two
peoples.

On Dutch-American Heritage Day, we celebrate those ties and pay i
tribute to the mutual respect and friendship that animates the

Dutch-American relationship.

Many prominent Americans have been of Dutch origin including

three presidents: Martin van Buren, Theodore Roosevell and

Franklin Delano Roosevell.

www.netherlands-embassy.org
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Award Recipients

Reverend Dr. Robert H. Schuller,

West Michigan Dutch-American Legacy Award

Dr. Gordon J. Van Wylen, West Michigan Dutch-American Leadership Award

Heritage Sponsors

Macatawa Bank
National Heritage Academies
Parkway Electric
Request Foods

In-kind Sponsors
Calvin College
Holland Museurm
Hope College
Meal Peters
The Pinnacle Center
Tulip Time
Harold Voorhees
Witte Travel

Eill Boer
John Booy
John Bouma, Sr.
Jinny Bult Dedong
Jim Bultman
Bruce Buursma (co-chair)
Peter Cook
Kevin Cusack
Mark DeHaan
Dick DeVos
John DeVries
Luke DeVries
Fev. Michael DeVries
Congressman Vernon J. Ehlers
John Grant
Coneressman Pete Hoekstra
Mayor Les Hoogland
Representative Bill Huizenaa
J.C. Huizenga (co-chair)
Sid Jansma, Jr.
Jane Jelgerhuis
Jim Jurries

Event Sponsors

ALTL
Bouma Construction
The Brooks Family
Dan and Pamela DeVos
Eenhoorn, LLG
Gainey Corporation
LaSalle Bank
Moore & Bruggink
Dak Crest Manors
Peter and Pat Cook Foundation
RDV Corporation
Een & Elsa Prince Broekhuizen
Space Source

Committee

Michael and Tina Kanis
Representative Jerry Kooiman
Brian Koop
Tom Kostler
Senator Wayne Kuipers
Greg Lambert
Don Lubbers
Foss Luurtsema
Henry Mast
Jack Nyenhuis
Ravmond Pater
Neal Pelers
Neal Plantinga
Dick Posthumus
Ren & Elsa Prince Broekhuizen
Martin Rustenburg
Larry Stelma
Bob Swierenga
Stuart Vander Heide
Henry [ Witte,
Honaorary Consul, Netherlands
Consulale







